Children and Spiritual Gifts

Many different kinds of gifts and ministries:

1 Cor 12:4, Romans 12:4-8; Eph 4:11-13

All are important, but “try to excel in gifts that build up the church”

No specific preclusion of children from receiving gifts in scripture

Tongues

· Help us to pray, praise and worship

· Can be private or public – should be interpreted if shared publicly

· One of the simplest individual ways to realise that God is real

Prophecy

· God is always speaking

· Children can be taught to wait on God and then describe what they see/hear

· Children think pictorially – can draw their words or describe them

· Needs to be done in a safe, well-led environment – encourage and reassure

Discernment of spirits

· Revelation (eg. prophecy) could come from:

· The human spirit, the Holy Spirit, unclean spirits

· Usually a leader’s or pastor’s gift to help weigh words etc.

· Can be a personal gift to help “filter” what is being spoken into our lives

Word of Knowledge

· Useful for building faith and encouraging – should never be negative

· Usually factually-based and verifiable

Word of wisdom

· Can be used alongside a word of knowledge – the word of wisdom can then reveal a course of action or response to the word of knowledge

Gifts of faith and miracles

· A gift to help us to believe the impossible

· Can be especially clear and profound in children – don’t underestimate them!

Gifts of healing

· One of the keys in Jesus’ ministry; God still heals today

· Don’t pass on hang-ups, fears or inhibitions to children

· It is God alone who heals – teach children to pray with faith and to trust God whatever the outcome

Natural gifts

· Identify and nurture children’s “natural” gifts and talents

· Encourage them to use them for God and not selfishly

Worship is an ideal context in which to encourage and practice spiritual gifts. Provide good role models for the children, and expect God to move. Train, encourage and nurture – cf. Elijah and Elisha. Children are naturally curious about the supernatural, so teach them the “real deal” and then you’ll have less to worry about as they grow.

Mike Burn (with thanks to Capt Alan Price)
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