Writing songs for Children

In many respects, the “rules” are no different from any other worship song:

· Strong, memorable melody

· Creative harmony and arrangement, without being unnecessarily “clever”

· If a verse/chorus song, the high point is usually in the chorus

· Clear, understandable lyrics

· Avoid clichés

· Take one main theme and stick to it – don’t try to say too much in one song

· Congregational worship songs should be accessible to the majority, ie. not so personal to the writer that some people may be unable to identify with them

· Scripturally based, or at least not in any way ambiguous in terms of the scriptural integrity of the lyrics

· God-focussed; Jesus-focussed; if in the first person, not self-absorbed but always ultimately focussing on God (cf. Psalms)

· Work hard at the song – draft, re-draft, re-work; try different musical and lyrical options

· A strong hook – musical or lyrical is a bonus

· Invite critiques from other writers and non-writers

· Road test the song before finalising it

There are some aspects, however, that are somewhat specific to the children’s song genre:

· Vocabulary needs to be appropriate and accessible. No need to write “down” to a child’s level – think of it as refining lyrics in a way that means a child can understand, but an adult would not find simplistic or patronising

· Use of simile and metaphor needs to be clear and not too abstract

· Theology needs to be very clear and unambiguous and leave no room for misinterpretation. Teach through songs.

· Children’s tendency to think and understand literally needs to be understood

· Children are, by their very nature, immature and “me focussed” – you can use that to draw them into a song, and then re-point their focus towards God

· A strong hook – musical or lyrical is essential

· More scope for “fun” songs; children love an element of surprise; be unashamedly joyful

· Scope for physical or action songs – care though – actions songs can polarise many adults, most teenagers, and some children!

· Musically, excellence is still essential – don’t be tempted to think this is “only a kids song” – children deserve the best

· Invite critiques from other writers, and if you’re brave, from some children

· Road test the songs, and be prepared to change it – children will be far more ruthless with a song that just doesn’t work than adults, so get it right before you commit to a final version

· It is a high calling to write for children, and even it it’s not your main thing, humble yourself and write some kids songs – you may learn a few things that will help you write for adults too along the way…
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